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14t Annual Scientific Meeting
Friday 29t May 2026
Scientific Programme

Morning Programme
Registration
Welcome - Prof. Deirdre Murray — Director - NCRI

Introduction - Co-Chairs — Irish Melanoma Forum

Prof. Shirley Potter - Consultant Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon, St. James’s Hospital,
Dublin

Prof. Desmond Tobin - Professor of Dermatological Science and Director Charles Institute of
Dermatology, UCD

SESSION 1: Melanoma Management

Chairs: Mr Fiachra Martin — Consultant Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon, Beaumont
Hospital, Dublin

Prof. Paul Donnellan — Consultant Medical Oncologist, University Hospital Galway

Keynote Speaker - Prof. Alexander Van Akkooi — Associate Professor of Melanoma
Surgical Oncology, Melanoma Institute Australia
Neo-adjuvant immunotherapy in Melanoma: the future of surgery and adjuvant therapy

Dr Sarah Lochrin — Medical Oncologist, St. Vincents University Hospital
Neoadjuvant Therapy in Melanoma: Biology, Response, and Biomarker-Driven Decision
Making

Mr Jorge Reis — Senior Pharmacist — Aseptic Unit, St. Vincent’s Private Hospital
Immune-related endocrine adverse events with ipilimumab and nivolumab in melanoma
patients — St. Vincent's Private Hospital experience

Dr Clara Doran — Core Surgical Trainee, St. James’s Hospital
Incidence trends of cutaneous melanoma in young adults in Ireland: a 30-year
population-based analysis

Coffee — Exhibitor Stands — General Posters & Moderated Posters - Session 1

Melanoma Nurse Meeting (11.20 — 13.00 — Cedar & Cypress Room)
CTI - DSSG Meeting (10:30 — 11:30 — Robing Room)

SESSION 2: Melanoma Management
Chairs: Prof. Aurelie Fabre — Consultant Pathologist, St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin
Dr Paula Calvert — Consultant Medical Oncologist, University Hospital Waterford

Keynote Speaker - Dr Patrick Ormond — Consultant Dermatologist, St. James’s Hospital
Non-Clinical interventions in Melanoma

Dr Jennifer Garioch — Consultant Dermatologist, Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital
TVEC and Melanoma in transit metastases

Dr Breeda Neville — Consultant in Public Health Medicine, NCCP, & Maria McEnery, NCCP
Cancer Prevention Officer
Sunbeds in Ireland. Where do we stand?
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12:50-12.55 Dr Melissa Crous — Dermatology Registrar — University Hospital Limerick
Diagnostic accuracy of teledermoscopy in melanoma detection: A comparative study

12.55-13.00 Dr Ao Lik Lee — Dermatology Registrar — St. James’s Hospital
To FNA or not? Diagnostic Accuracy and False Negative Rates in Malignant Melanoma: A
Six-Year Retrospective Analysis

13:00 — 14.45 LUNCH - Exhibitor Stands — General Posters & Moderated Posters - Session 2

13.30-14.15 Industry Sponsored Symposium
Afternoon Programme

SESSION 3: Basic Research
Chairs: Prof. William Gallagher — Professor of Cancer Biology, UCD
Prof. Breandan Kennedy — Professor of Pharmacology, UCD

14.45-15.40 Keynote Speaker - Prof. Caroline Le Poole — Professor of Dermatology, Microbiology and
Immunology, Northwestern University Chicago
Pigmentation as a Melanoma vulnerability

15.45-15.50 Dr Paul D Thompson - Senior Lecturer — School of Biomedical Sciences, Ulster University
Oncogenic MAPK signalling regulated vitamin D receptor stability and function in
BRAFV600E melanoma cells

15.50 - 15.55 Chowdhury Arif Jahangir — Research assistant — School of Biomolecular and Biomedical
Science

Electrochemotherapy Drives Temporal and Systemic Inmune Remodelling in Cutaneous
Melanoma In-Transit Metastases: A Multiplex Spatial Analysis

16.00 Prizes & Concluding Remarks
Prof. Shirley Potter & Prof. Desmond Tobin
Co-Chairs — Irish Melanoma Forum



